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Scotland claimed him again on the Court of Session
Bill (March 22nd), when he was asked to protest against
the proposal to reduce the Lords Ordinary from five
to three. He asked questions on the persecution of
Jews in Russia, and on the Convention between
Turkey and Greece, Lord Fife, a Liberal who had
lately succeeded to a seat in the House, pressed the
Government to consider the appointment of a Minister
for Scotland other than a law officer, on the lines of a
report issued twelve years before. It was suggested
that a Parliamentary Under-Secretary with a seat in
the House of Commons would satisfy the Scottish
demand. The Duke of Argyll thought that the Lord
Advocate could only be displaced by a Cabinet
Minister, and, since this was not proposed, he hoped
the Government would not be in a hurry to make a
change. Rosebery drew a rapid but exhaustive
historical sketch of Scottish administration since the
Union; pointed out that much Scottish business was
not legal; that no Lord Advocate had been in the
Cabinet, though he had to act as Minister for Scot-
land ; that Scottish members of the House of Com-
mons had signed a memorial in the sense of Fife's
question but had received no reply ; and, most of all,

" the words Home Rule have begun to be distinctly and loudly
mentioned in Scotland. ... I believe that the late Lord
Beaconsfield, on one occasion in Scotland, implored the people
of Scotland to give up ' mumbling the dry bones of political
economy, and munching the remainder biscuit of effete
Liberalism.9 I believe the people of Scotland, at the present
moment, are mumbling the dry bones of political neglect,
and munching the remainder biscuit of Irish legislation."

To his horror, The Times reported him as saying,
" The Government are munching, etc.," and he wrote
at once to Gladstone, explaining that the Scotsman
had given the correct version.

Later there was a discussion on the recently de-
limited Greek frontier and the European Concert
(June 30th). That cumbrous piece of machinery then